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Mayor’s Court 

January 13, 2015-4:00 p.m. 

January 27, 2015-4:00 p.m. 

February 10, 2015-4:00 p.m. 

February 24, 2015-4:00 p.m. 

Council                          
January 13, 2015-6:30 p.m. 

January 27, 2015-6:30 p.m. 

February 10, 2015-6:30 p.m. 

February 24, 2015-6:30 p.m. 

Planning Commission 

January 20, 2015-6:00 p.m. 

February 17, 2015-6:00 p.m. 

Park Board 

January 14, 2015-6:30 p.m.         

February 11, 2015-6:30 p.m.      

 

Finance Committee 

Council Library—233 S. 

Main Street, Monroe, OH 

January 27, 2014-5:45 p.m. 

February 24, 2014-5:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

Below are upcoming important 

dates. Meetings, unless otherwise 

indicated, are held in the Council 

Chambers located at. 

233 S. Main St. 

Monroe, OH 45050                                        

 City of  Monroe Taxes Due  

Christmas Tree Pickup 

 

Rumpke will collect Christmas trees along with normal trash         

collection. Trees must have all decorations removed and be placed 

along the curb. If you have any questions regarding tree pickup, 

please contact Rumpke at 513-742-2900 . 

City of Monroe Taxes are Due April 15, 2015. 

Tax Forms Will Not Be Mailed Out This Year. 

1. We will accept any generic tax form. Forms are also at the front desk of the City 

Building. 

2. You can bring your W-2(s) and Federal Schedules to the City of Monroe and we 

will prepare your local tax return (residents). Page 1 of your     Federal Return is 

required. 

3. Visit our website at www.monroeohio.org to download a form, or 

4. You can call the Tax Office and request a form at 513-539-7374 ext. 1009. 

Leave your name and complete address. 

5. E-file is available: compute your return yourself online. You will need to create a 

PIN when entering the E-file program. Just follow the instructions. Your E-filed 

return must be printed, signed and sent in to the Tax Office to be considered 

filed. 

If you receive a Federal Extension for 2014, you must file a copy with the Tax Office 

by April 15th, 2015. 

TAX OFFICE HOURS-MONDAY THRU FRIDAY 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

City of Monroe, 233 S. Main Street, Monroe, OH 45050  



 

  
 

I’m sure by now you may have heard about the salt crisis in the Midwest.  There is currently a shortage of salt in our  
region and some salt prices have more than doubled, including the City of Monroe.  We have also been informed that 
this supply shortage may continue for the next 3-4 years.  Because of this problem, the City must adjust the level of   
service for snow removal and further conserve our salt usage.  We are also exploring additional treatment options, such 
as the use of brine and beet juice additives, with this conservation effort. The safety of the public is still our number one 
priority and the major roadways, collector streets, and bridges will be cleared first and in the same manner that they were 
before.  As long as the snow is continuing to fall, or until the snow on the residential streets reaches 3-4 inches crews will 
focus on areas listed above.  Typically vehicles can safely travel in a few inches of snow from the residential streets to 
the collector streets without an issue.  This snow also provides some additional traction as opposed to scraping it clean 
in the middle of the storm. Once crews move into residential areas, they make one pass in and one pass out to provide 
for safe two way travel lanes. After first and second priority roads have been cleared, crews will make a second pass 
through residential neighborhoods to clear streets more thoroughly. Depending on the severity of the storm, crews may 
leave residential areas at any time to concentrate on major roadways, and in some cases it may be a day or more before 
crews can return to clear residential streets.  Each storm requires a different judgment call for treating.  For some storms 
that the temperatures are right and the storm does not start out as rain, we may pre-treat with a salt brine and beet juice 
additive mixture in the residential areas.  The snow on top of this pre-treatment application will act as an insulator and 
the street will clear more easily when the crews are able to plow them.   

 

There are things you can do to make this winter easier on you. Please move vehicles off the street to avoid being plowed 
in. Unfortunately, snow piled across drive approaches cannot be avoided. However, as you’re clearing your drive, if you 
pile snow on the left side of your driveway (as you face your house from the street), it will lessen the amount of snow 
deposited by the plow across your drive approach. Please avoid plowing snow from driveways onto public streets. With 
tight budgets and rising costs, Public Works crews have to work smarter to optimize winter storm operations.  Obviously, 
the safety of the traveling public is the first concern, and every effort will be made to provide the highest level of service 
to our residents while being good stewards of our resources.  

 

We appreciate your understanding of these changes.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call us at 
513.727.8953. 

 Monroe Public Works Department 
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Winners in the Monroe Garden Club Annual Christmas Lighting Contest were presented with a silver Christmas tree  
ornament engraved with 2014 Monroe Garden Club and a wooden Christmas tree was placed in their yard. 

Winners were: 

Entryway: Ken and Anne Gates, Ridge Way Drive 

Nativity:  Mark and Betty Chaney, Carol Ann Lane 

Overall Lighting: Jason and Kathy Mortlow, Todhunter Road  

Children’s Delight:  Kenneth and Pat Spencer, South Main Street.   

The City of Monroe was presented a plaque for winning the Business Display.   

Congratulations to the winners.  Each year the judge’s decision becomes harder due to the many outstanding displays. 

 

There will be no meeting of the Garden Club in January and February.  Enjoy your seed 
catalogues as you sit by the window enjoying the many birds at your feeder.  Think of the 
beautiful garden you will have come spring. Learn a new craft, read a new book, reach out 
to an old friend as you wait for warmer weather. 

 

 

We will meet Tuesday, March 17
th
 at 7:00 p.m. in the James Monroe Community Room in the City Building.  We invite 

you to join us if you are interested in gardening of any kind, learn new things and meet new friends. 

 

 

 
 
As the inclement weather approaches please also take this time to provide your pets with shelter. If you are concerned 
about neighbor pets being left outdoors without shelter, please call the Monroe Police Department and they will  
investigate and report it to the proper authorities. 
 
 
Now is the time to purchase a license for your dog... 
There are two important reasons to license your dog.  
First, Ohio law requires that you license your dog.  
Dogs without licenses may be impounded by the Animal Control Officer. 
The annual license renewal period is through January 31.  
If you have a new puppy, you must buy a license by the time it reaches three months old.  
If you live in Butler County, you can purchase a license at the 
Auditor's Office, 
130 High Street, Fourth Floor,  
Hamilton, OH 45011,  
or at one of your neighborhood vendors. 
Second, a license tag attached to your dog's collar proves ownership and is your pet's ticket home if they get lost. Even 
if licensed, Ohio law specifies that all dogs must be confined to your property or under reasonable control, such as on a 
leash when being walked. It is not safe to let your dog roam the neighborhood. They can be hit by a car, become lost, 
damage neighbors' property, or injure another animal or person. 
If your dog gets lost, call the Butler County Animal Control Officer at 513‐867‐5727. If you find a lost dog and the dog is 

wearing a current Butler County license tag, call 513‐887‐3138. If the dog is not wearing a current license tag, call the 

Animal Control at 513‐867‐5727. 

Monroe Garden Club 
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CARE FOR OUR PETS 



The Monroe Historical Society has another busy year planned for 2015! We want to sincerely 
thank our community and business members for helping us achieve our goals of sharing and 
preserving the proud history of Monroe. With your continued support, we promise to work 

harder than ever before. We are very fortunate to own three museum buildings – the log cabin in the park, the 1910 
building and our main museum. It takes a lot of effort and dedication to keep them in pristine condition, to plan our     
programs and events and fulfill all the behind the scenes duties. If you would like to get involved, we have several      
volunteer committees that would be happy to welcome you!  
 
Our membership drive has begun and we hope each of you will join us. Our dues have remained unchanged at $10   
Single, $25 Family and $100 for Lifetime. If you choose the Lifetime option (and never pay annual dues again!), you will 
get your choice of either the 1910 Museum or 1924 Fire truck tree ornaments. A membership form can be found on our 
website or on the back of the Monroe Legend newsletter. Speaking of the newsletter, we hope you are enjoying the 
newly expanded 12 page version!  

 
Our first community program this year is on Thursday, January 29, 2015 at 7:00pm. It’s Movie Night! With special       
permission from the Monroe Local Schools, we will be showing the Lemon-Monroe History Project. This important film 
was made in 2004 by former Monroe teacher Tom Burklow and his technology class to showcase the history of Lemon-
Monroe High School. When preparing to move from the old school to the new campus, a treasure trove of vintage   
documents, letters, and photos was found in a wall safe in the concession stand. Mr. Burklow, who also has a love of 
history, didn’t want to see these precious items discarded or lost in the shuffle and jumped on the opportunity to teach 
students a valuable lesson in the art of making a documentary. In the end, his student group produced a stunning 90 
minute movie on the history of our old high school, which includes many interviews with former teachers and students 
and a look back on 123 years of our fighting Hornets. If you have never seen this, you are in for a real treat. This is an 
especially timely showing, with the fate of the old high school looming soon and a popular community topic. The program 
will be held at the Monroe Community Room, 6 East Avenue, next to the Lending Library. Yes, popcorn is included in 
your free admission! 

 

Don’t forget, the museum is open on Monday’s from 10am-12pm, weather permitting. Our extensive website is also a 
wealth of information on our events and local history. www.monroeoh-historicalsociety.org. If you want to schedule an 
appointment to visit our museums, just call us at 539-2270 or email us at info@monroeoh-historicalsociety.org.  

 

This is an old photo of the first Monroe school house. Circa 1890. 
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Hours: Monday-Thursday 10:00 a.m-8:00 p.m. Friday-Saturday 10:00 a.m-2:00 p.m.    
Closed Sunday 

Address: 6 East Avenue, Monroe, Ohio 45050      

                                            Phone: 513-360-0100 

The Library will be closed Thursday, January 1st for New Year’s Day and will reopen Friday, January 2nd at 
10:00 a. m. If Monroe Local Schools are closed due to inclement weather, Monroe Lending Library will also be 

closed. 

January Activities 

Children’s Library 

Saturday, January 10th, 11:00 a.m. Story time and Craft 
Book: SNOWMAN NAMED JUST BOB by Mark Kimball 
Moulton                                             
Craft: Snow Measuring Stick 

Saturday, January 26th, 11:00 a.m. Movie: FROZEN 

Adult Library 

Thursday, January 8th, 6:30 p.m. Needlecraft Group. 
Come sit by the fireplace with us. 

Monday, January 26th, 7:00 p.m. Book Review Group 
Book: ABRAHAM by Bruce Feiler                                                                                                     

 

 

YOGA  CLASSES 

Instructor: Lisa Pratt                                                                                                                                                    
Chair Yoga on Tuesday 4:00p.m.-5:00 p.m.                                                                                                                                        

Floor Yoga on Thursday 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m.                                                                                                 
Classes are free, but suggest a $5.00 donation per class.                                                                

Feel better, more energized and improve your health all at the same time with Yoga.                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

MONROE LENDING LIBRARY QUARTER AUCTIONS 

Monroe Lending Library Quarter Auctions will be held on Saturday, January 3
rd

 and Saturday, February 14
th
 in the   

Community Room in the Library Center, 6 East Avenue.  Seating and preview begins at 6:15 p.m., auction begins at  
7:00 p.m. Bidding Paddles are $2.00 each.  The Quarter Auction features products from the following companies:      
Stuff-a-Buddy, Pampered Chef, Queen Bee, Gift Card Mann, Elegant Expressions, Mystery Boxes, Toy Cupboard and 
Brenda’s Creations.  Delicious snack food is available to purchase. 
Seating is limited and reservations are suggested.  To reserve a seat in advance, call Judy Mann at 513-594-4845 (cell). 

Proceeds from auction support the Monroe Lending Library Operating Fund. 

We thank you for your continuing support of our library. 

 

BAG OF BOOKS BOOK SALE 

Buy a bag of books – Adult hardback and paperbacks, children’s book, some new, some gently used for $5.00 per bag.  
You cannot beat the value.  Ongoing during open library hours. 

February Activities 

Children’s Library 

Saturday, February 14th,11:00 a.m. Story time and Craft           
Story: ARTHUR’S GREAT BIG VALENTINE                                                    
Craft: Valentine 

Saturday, February 21st, 11:00 a.m. Story time                     
Story: Kids Choice 

Adult Library 

Thursday, February 12th, 6:30 p.m. Needlecraft Group  

Monday, February 23rd, 7:00 p.m. Book Review Group  
Book: LIGHT BETWEEN OCEANS by M. L. Stedman 
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 911 EMERGENCY HOUSE NUMBERS 

$15.00 COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE. IT’S THAT SIMPLE. These signs help your local Police, Rescue, or 

Fire Department find your home fast-saving precious time. 

To order these signs by mail– simply send $15.00 to : 

MONROE LIONS CLUB,  

c/o Ed MacDonald.  731 Sands  Ave. 

Monroe, Ohio 45050.  

If you have any questions, please call Ed at (513) 539-8826. 

FOR MAIL ORDERS PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM BELOW: 

NAME: 

MAILING ADDRESS: 

HOUSE NUMBERS REQUESTED: 

NUMBER OF SIGNS: 

VERTICAL OR HORIZONTAL: 

PHONE NUMBER: 

SIGNS WILL BE DELIVERED TO YOUR HOUSE!!! 

ALL MONROE LIONS CLUB PROCEEDS GO TO FUND COMMUNITY PROJECTS AS WELL AS PROVIDING 

ADDITONAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR DESERVING MONROE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS. 

     

 

Here are eight simple cold weather safety tips that can keep you and your home safe. 

Make sure all appliances and heating equipment, such as a furnace, water heater or stove, are inspected and  

operating properly, and operate all pieces of equipment according to the manufacturer's instructions. 

Never use stoves, ovens or outdoor grills as a source of heat. 

Provide adequate ventilation when using fireplaces or unvented space heaters. 

If you are using a fireplace, use a glass or metal fire screen large enough to catch sparks and rolling logs. 

If you are using a space heater, place it on a level, hard surface and keep anything flammable at least three feet 

away from things such as paper, clothing, bedding, curtains or rugs. 

Turn off space heaters and make sure fireplace embers are out before leaving the room or going to bed. Using  

secondary heating sources, such as space heaters, can increase the chance of carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Protect your pipes - run water, even at a trickle, to help prevent your pipes from freezing. Open the kitchen and  

bathroom cabinet doors to allow warmer air to circulate around the plumbing. Keep the garage doors closed if 

there are water lines in the garage. 

 **Be sure to move any harmful cleaners and household chemicals out of the reach of children. 

Check your carbon monoxide detectors and smoke detectors to ensure they are operating properly.  

What To Do If You Smell Natural Gas 

If you smell natural gas in your home, evacuate immediately. Do not operate anything that could cause a spark including lights, cell 

phones, flashlights and appliances. From a safe location, call 911. 
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Monroe Lions Club Presents 

 Monroe Fire Department 
Winter Safety 



 
  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Quality Year in Review 
 

The Southwest Ohio Air Quality Agency (Agency) had a busy year in 2014, as it continues to serve the air quality moni-
toring, permitting and enforcement needs of Butler, Clermont, Hamilton and Warren counties.  
 
The Agency did not issue a single smog alert during the 2014 ozone season. Favorable weather, industrial pollution  
controls and citizens practicing conservation habits combined to help keep ozone below the Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups level. 
 
One of the Agency’s most recognized public initiatives is its Idle Free program. Multiple schools and public services 
joined in 2014. The Agency provides free signs and brochures, as well as educational and communication assistance to 
schools and other entities that wish to implement an Idle Free campaign.  
 
The Agency would like to acknowledge the following organizations for going idle free in 2014: 
 
Cincinnati Christian School 
Cincinnati Country Day School 
Cincinnati Public Schools (Covedale Elementary and Fairview-Clifton German Language School) 
Clermont County Public Library 
Clermont Northeastern Schools 
Finneytown Local Schools 
Forest Hills School District (Maddux Elementary) 
Kings Local School District (J.F. Burns Elementary) 
New Richmond Schools 
Northwest Local Schools District (Pleasant Run Elementary) 
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County 
Roger Bacon High School 
Springboro Community Schools 
Warren County Park District 
West Clermont Local Schools  
Williamsburg Local Schools (Williamsburg Elementary) 
 
Being idle free is the easiest, no-cost way that a citizen can help with air quality. The Agency works with schools, com-
munities, businesses, parks and libraries to encourage motorists to turn off their vehicles when not driving. People often 
idle when picking up or dropping off children, at fast food and bank drive-thrus and while checking their phones while 
parked. Idling generates unnecessary air pollution while wasting gasoline, and consequently, money. 
 
To implement an idle-free campaign, please contact the Agency at (513) 513-7754 or visit SouthwestOhioAir.org.  
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Snow                            Snow Emergency             No on-Street Parking 

 
 

 
What exactly is a Snow Emergency?   
If the City Manager deems that the storm is severe enough, he can declare a Snow Emergency to all streets in       
Monroe. This occurred several times last winter. Under this snow emergency all vehicles must be removed from all 
streets or they may be towed by the police at the owners expense. 
 
How can a person be sure to be notified if there is a “snow emergency” declared? 

1. Check the City website, Facebook (www.Facebook.com/MonroeOhio) or Twitter account during and after snow-
storms. 

2. Listen to local radio  
3. Check websites of local news medias 
4. Twitter account https://twitter.com/MonroeOH 
5. Sign up to receive “code-red” alerts via your phone (s) 

This can be done at www.monroeohio.org 
Or by calling the City offices at 513-539-7374 

6. Sign up to receive “Monroe e-mail alerts” 
This can be done via the city’s website (www.monroeohio.org) 
Or by calling the City offices at 513-539-7374 

 
The City tries very hard to be sure that all residents are made aware when snow emergencies are declared. During 
these times of snow emergencies our emergency communications gets very busy. We do not encourage informational 
phone calls.  But as a method of last resort to find out if your car needs to be off the street, call the non-emergency    
dispatch at 513-539-9234. 
 
During the last, “snow emergency” many vehicles were left on the streets. After 48 hours the police placed warnings on 
vehicles to move off the street.  These cars drastically slowed efforts to clear the residential streets of snow.  The police 
officers are extremely busy during and after snow storms. In order to assist the Public Works Department in clearing the 
snow, making streets passable for emergency services and the residents, we will be towing vehicles at the expense 
of the owner.  We are hoping that we will get the full cooperation of the community.  For the sake of the entire commu-
nity, move your vehicles (s) off the street. 
 

1. If it looks like a snowstorm, plan ahead, get you vehicle(s) off the street. 
2. If the weather forecast is for snow, plan ahead, remove your vehicle (s) from the street. 
3. If you are going to be out of town during the winter, move your vehicle (s) from the street before you leave town.  

You do not want to be surprised by a tow and storage bill upon your spring return.  
4. Listen to local news/weather reports & check local news/weather web sites. 
5. Check the City website, Twitter, or Facebook and sign up for alerts. 
 

Information on Ohio’s roadways can be found at http://www.ohgo.com/. This website is operated by The Ohio             
Department of Transportation and has great resources about traffic conditions on the interstate.  
 

 

From the Desk of  Chief  of  Police 
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The City of Monroe now has two community rooms and a conference room available for your gatherings.  

 
The James Monroe Community Room is located on the first floor of the City Building.  It has an occupancy limit of 62 
people.  It is equipped with a small kitchen with a sink, refrigerator, microwave, and dishwasher.  It has rectangle tables 
and chairs set up, and it is perfect for events such as seminars and business meetings. The cost to reserve the room is 
$100.00, however, $50.00 is refundable assuming upon inspection, there is no damage and the room is found to be in a 
clean and orderly condition. 

 
The Monroe Community Room is located at the new Library/Community Center, at 6 East Avenue.  It has an           
occupancy limit of 150 people.  It too is equipped with a small kitchen with a sink and a small refrigerator.  It has round 
tables and chairs and is the perfect place for events such as wedding and baby showers and birthday parties.  The cost 
to reserve the room is $150.00, however $100.00 is refundable assuming upon inspection, there is no damage and the  
room is found to be in a clean and orderly condition. 
 
The Small Conference Room is also located at the new Library/Community Center.  It has an occupancy limit of 20      
people.  It is perfect for a small group meeting.  The cost for this room is the same as the James Monroe Community 
Room. 

 
All rooms can be reserved at no charge for local Monroe groups as well as nonprofit associations.  Simply submit a 
$100.00 deposit with your reservation.  Upon inspection of the room, assuming there are no damages and the room is 
found to be in a clean orderly condition, the full deposit will be refunded to you. 
 
For more information or to reserve the Community Rooms or the Conference room for your next function call               
513-539-7374 option 0 or email Peggy Stiver at stiverp@monroeohio.org or Heather Rippl at ripplh@monroeohio.org.   

Meetings or Get Together? Need Space? 
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MONROE__________MONROE__________MONROE__________   
City Contact Information 
 
Police and Fire Emergency             9-1-1 
Police Non Emergency                     539-9234 
 Detectives                     360-2206 
 Crime Tip Line                            360-2211 
 Records                                   360-2208 
Fire Non Emergency                            539-8380 
Public Works                             727-8953 
 
The following offices can be contacted by calling 539-7374 and 

dialing the following extensions: 
 
Mayor and Council                                   1012 
City Manager                             Option 7 
Development, Planning & Zoning                               Option 4 
Finance and Income Tax                                  Option 3 
Property Maintenance Hotline                                  2000 
Water, Sewer, and Trash                               Option 2 
 

 
cityhall@monroeohio.org 

 
Office Hours: 

8:00am to 5:00pm Monday-Friday 

CITY MANAGER 

William J. Brock 

DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

Kacey Waggaman 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

Kevin Chesar 

 

DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Daniel Arthur 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

Bob Buchanan 

FIRE CHIEF 

John Centers 

City of Monroe  

233 S. Main Street 
Monroe, Ohio 45050 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL 

Robert Routson, Mayor 

Suzi Rubin, Vice Mayor      

Steve Black 

Dan Clark 

Anna Hale 

Todd Hickman 

Lora Stillman 

City Administration Offices Closed 

The City of Monroe Administration Offices will be closed on the following days in 

2014. 

January 1st - New Year ’ s Day 

January 19th - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

February 16th - President ’ s Day 

May 25th –  Memorial Day 

July 3rd - Independence Day 

September 7th - Labor Day 

November 11th - Veteran ’ s Day 

November 26th - Thanksgiving Day 

November 27th - Friday after Thanksgiving 

December 24th - Christmas Eve 

December 25th - Christmas Day 

M ONROE  

  

Published bi-monthly and mailed to City of Monroe residents and businesses. 

 

Download our app and sign up to receive text notifications. 

 

We welcome your comments and questions 

Please call 539-7374 ext. 1006 

 

For past issues, visit www.monroeohio.org 

M ESSENGER 


