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Monroe Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Council 

April 14, 2015 – 6:30 pm 

233 South Main Street, Monroe, Ohio 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Routson opened the regular meeting of Council with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 pm. 

 

Roll Call 
 

The following members of Council were present: Steve Black, Dan Clark, Anna Hale, Todd Hickman, 

Robert Routson, Suzi Rubin, and Lora Stillman. 

 

Staff members present: City Manager/City Engineer William J. Brock 

    Law Director K. Philip Callahan 

    Director of Public Works Daniel J. Arthur 

    Chief of Police Robert Buchanan 

    Fire Chief John P. Centers 

    Director of Finance Kacey L. Waggaman 

    Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk of Council Angela S. Wasson 

 

Visitors: Deborah Preston of Midpointe Library 

 

Approval of the Minutes 
 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the Public Safety Committee Minutes of March 31, 2015 and the Council 

Minutes of March 24, 2015; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Visitors 
 

Warren County Sheriff Larry Sims presented Council with statistics of incidents handled by his 

department.   

 

Deborah Preston of the MidPointe Library spoke upon her arrival at 7:30 pm. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

None. 

 

Old Business 
 

Ordinance No. 2015-06.  An Ordinance authorizing the sale of certain personal property no longer 

needed for municipal purposes. 

 

Mr. Brock noted this relates to two fire apparatuses. 
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Mr. Hickman asked if there is a reason why we have to adopt this now since the new equipment is not 

expected until October.  Mr. Brock replied that he is being proactive.   

 

Mr. Hickman moved to amend Ordinance No. 2015-06 to add “after delivery of the new fire apparatus.”   

 

Chief Centers felt that the only issue in doing this would be storage.   

 

Mrs. Stillman and Mr. Clark felt that Chief Centers would not put our community in jeopardy by selling 

the vehicles and limiting the vehicles on hand.  Mayor Routson and Mr. Black agreed. 

 

Mr. Hickman’s motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the second reading and have it read by title only; seconded by Mrs. 

Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2015-06 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-06; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll call vote:  six ayes; one 

nay (Hickman).  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2015-07.  An Ordinance amending Section 3.03 I. of the Personnel Policy Manual 

deleting the requirement of compensatory time being paid prior to a pay increase. 

 

Mr. Brock explained that if there was a mid-year evaluation they are still not allowed to go from one year 

to the next.  What we were trying to do was, instead of paying overtime, we want to allow employees a 

longer period of time to use the compensatory time.  The risk is that they would get paid out at the end of 

the year.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the second reading and have it read by title only; seconded by Mr. 

Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2015-07 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-07; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  

Motion carried. 

 

New Business 
 

Resolution No. 14-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the purchase of FileBound scanning software for 

Mayor’s Court. 

 

Mr. Brock reported that the Mayor’s Court is requesting software to move towards being paperless and 

the Court Technology Fund will be used for this.  The annual cost is $1,700 and $250 per month for 

hosting.   

 

Mr. Black was of the opinion that the hosting fee was high and asked if any other quotes were received. 

 

Mrs. Rubin stated that it would make sense to look at this again next year if our servers were off-site.   
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Mr. Brock will obtain additional information as to the hosting and other options available prior to the 

second reading. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Resolution No. 14-2015 and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Resolution No. 14-2015 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Resolution No. 14-2015; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  

Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 15-2015.  A Resolution accepting the recommendation of the Warren County 

Tax Incentive Review Council of March 2, 2015 and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock advised that the Warren County Tax Incentive Review Council met and recommended 

approval of the tax incentive areas in Park North. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 15-2015 on 

two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title only; seconded by 

Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 15-2015 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 15-2015; seconded by Mr. Hickman. Roll call 

vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 16-2015.  A Resolution accepting the turf maintenance bid for the Mound, 

North Monroe, and Amanda Cemeteries and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock reported that this is the bid for mowing of the cemeteries.   

 

Mr. Black asked if there had been any movement on the repair of any headstones.  Mr. Arthur advised that 

there has not been any movement. 

 

Mr. Brock commented that that we will be reviewing the cemetery fees. 

 

Mr. Hickman asked about the cost for mowing the Amanda Cemetery.  Mr. Arthur advised that Lemon 

Township pays approximately $95 per cut. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 16-2015 on 

two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title only; seconded by 

Mrs. Hale.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 16-2015 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 16-2015; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll call vote:  

seven ayes.  Motion carried. 
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Emergency Resolution No. 17-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 

utilization agreement by and between the City of Monroe and the Monroe Baseball Association for the 

use of Monroe Community Park and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock stated this will allow for the use of the Community Park by the Monroe Baseball Association.   

 

Mr. Black asked if this agreement covers the sponsorship banners around the fields.  Mr. Brock advised it 

does not. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 17-2015 on 

two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title only; seconded by 

Mrs. Hale.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 17-2015 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 17-2015; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  

Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 18-2015.  A Resolution approving a Then-and-Now Certificate in the amount 

of $5,750.00 to Crouse Consulting & Therapy Services and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock explained that this company prepared our Transitional Work Program for which we received a 

grant of 75% from the Ohio Bureau of Workers Compensation. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 18-2015 on 

two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title only; seconded by 

Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 18-2015 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 18-2015; seconded by Mr. Black.  Roll call vote:  

seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2015-08.  An Ordinance amending Chapter 860 of the Business Regulation and Taxation 

Code of the Codified Ordinances to amend definitions, provisions, and regulations concerning the 

licensing and operation of sexually oriented businesses. 

 

Mr. Brock noted that additional updates for sexually oriented businesses will be forthcoming as they are 

contained in the Planning and Zoning Code. 

 

Mr. Callahan noted that most of the changes are a result of cases that have been decided since the initial 

adoption of this ordinance. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading and have it read by title only; seconded by Mr. 

Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2015-08 by title only. 
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Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2015-08; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  

Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2015-09.  An Ordinance authorizing the trade in of certain personal property no longer 

needed for municipal purposes. 

 

Mr. Brock reported this will authorize the trade-in of the 2003 Horton towards the purchase of a new 

ambulance listed on the agenda. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2015-09 and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2015-09 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2015-09; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll 

call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion accepting the January and February 2015 Finance Reports as submitted 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to accept the January and February 2015 Finance Reports as submitted; seconded by 

Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion authorizing the expenditure of $194,115.62 to Horton Emergency Vehicles 

Company for the purchase of a new ambulance. 

 

Chief Centers reported that the 2003 has an oil leak that will require removing the front half of the engine 

and would not recommend keeping it.  In response to Mr. Hickman’s inquiry, Chief Centers advised that 

the two other ambulances were 2007 and 2010 years. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to authorize the expenditure of $194,115.62 to Horton Emergency Vehicles Company 

for the purchase of a new ambulance; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrative Reports 

 

Mr. Brock reported that he, along with Mrs. Waggaman and Mrs. Patterson, spoke with the Monroe Local 

School Superintendent and Treasurer about incentive packages.  Over the years we have attempted to put 

together a matrix so that we have something to take to the developers to begin the conversation.  We felt 

that we would begin with the School Board first as there are new people there that need to be educated on 

the process.  We may have a joint meeting in June with the School Board and City Council about this. 

 

Mr. Brock advised that he and the Mayor will be attending a facilities team meeting on Thursday at the 

school. 

 

Referring to information that City Council received about the Ohio Checkbook, Mr. Brock has contacted 

the State Treasurer’s office to see if Monroe can participate in this and still have continued flexibility to 

use what we already have in place. 
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Mr. Brock announced that there will be an open house to discuss the Britton Lane improvements at Mount 

Pleasant April 22
nd

. 

 

Mr. Brock has received requests to prohibit parking on Heritage Green Drive near Kroger and can 

prohibit parking there if that is the will of Council.   

 

Mayor Routson pointed out the trash along the hillside and did not have a problem with prohibiting 

parking.   

 

Mr. Clark and Mr. Black agreed that we should prohibit parking.   

 

Mr. Hickman asked about restricting the parking based on weight. 

 

Chief Buchanan is concerned about restricting parking by weight and advised enforcement would be 

easier if parking was prohibited for all vehicles. 

 

It was the consensus of Council to prohibit parking on Heritage Green Drive adjacent to Kroger. 

 

Mrs. Stillman commended Chief Centers on involving the firefighters in taking care of the fire stations.   

 

Mr. Black asked that a correction to the State of the City report be made to reflect Michael Howard as a 

member of the Board of Zoning Appeals. 

 

Deborah Preston of the MidPointe Library spoke in support of their five year levy renewal, a portion of 

which will be used for the branch that will open in Monroe. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn into Executive Session to consider the compensation of a public employee; 

seconded by Mrs. Hale.  Roll call vote:  six ayes; one nay (Black).  Motion carried. 

 

Council adjourned into Executive Session at 7:55 pm. 

 

Mr. Black moved to reconvene into regular session; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Council reconvened into regular session at 8:12 pm. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to authorize a three percent merit increase for the City Manager; seconded by Mr. 

Black.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to establish the effective date the first day of the current pay period; seconded by Mr. 

Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Rubin announced that the Warren County Municipal League will hold a golf outing at Armco Park 

on June 20, 2015. 

 

Mr. Hickman reported that Lebanon was going to run their bike path to Armco Park.  Mr. Brock advised 

that the trail will also come to Monroe.   

 

Mrs. Rubin attended a bike summit and there is a push to make the connection to the Little Miami Trail. 
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Mr. Black requested that the Britton Improvement Project plans be sent to Council. 

 

In response to Mr. Hickman’s question, Mr. Brock advised that Middletown is responsible for the portion 

of South Main Street just off of State Route 4. 

 

Adjournment 
 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of Council adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Angela S. Wasson, CMC 

Clerk of Council 

 

 

 


