
Monroe Council Minutes 
Regular Meeting of Council 

May 18, 2015 – 6:30 pm 
233 South Main Street, Monroe, Ohio 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Vice Mayor Rubin opened the regular meeting of Council with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 
pm. 
 
Roll Call 
 
The following members of Council were present:  Steve Black, Dan Clark*, Anna Hale, Todd 
Hickman, Suzi Rubin, and Lora Stillman.   
 
Staff members present: City Manager/City Engineer William J. Brock 
    Law Director K. Philip Callahan 
    Director of Public Works Daniel J. Arthur 
    Chief of Police Robert Buchanan 
    Director of Finance Kacey L. Waggaman 
    Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk of Council Angela S. Wasson 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to excuse Mayor Routson and Mr. Clark; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice 
vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to approve the Public Involvement Committee minutes of April 27, 2015 and 
Council Minutes of April 28, 2015; seconded by Mr. Black. Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Visitors 
 
None. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
None. 
 
Old Business 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 19-2015. A Resolution approving a Then-and-Now Certificate in 
the amount of $4,833.73 to John Deere Financial and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mr. Brock confirmed that the payment was not late. 
 



Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 19-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the second reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 19-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 19-2015; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Roll 
call vote:  five ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
New Business 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 20-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to accept the 
bid and enter into an agreement with Ford Development Corp for the Carson Road Improvement 
Project and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 20-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 20-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 20-2015; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Roll 
call vote:  five ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 21-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to advertise 
and receive bids for the Britton Lane Reconstruction Project and declaring an emergency. 
 
At the request of Mr. Black, Mr. Arthur reported that a meeting was held at Mount Pleasant 
where questions and concerns were brought up.  Sidewalks were not brought up, but curb was.  
Mr. Black thought it would be cheaper to put in sidewalks now rather than later.   
 
Mr. Hickman noted that someone brought up lowering the speed limit.  Mr. Arthur advised there 
was one person that brought that up. 
 
*Mr. Clark arrived at 6:17 pm. 
 
Following discussion by Council, Mr. Brock advised that staff will review the possibility of 
increasing the speed limit on Todhunter Road between Britton Lane and Cincinnati-Dayton 
Road. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 21-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 21-2015 by title only. 
 



Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 21-2015; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Roll 
call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 22-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to advertise 
and receive bids for the 2015 Resurfacing Program and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 22-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read emergency Resolution No. 22-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 22-2015; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll 
call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 23-2015. A Resolution accepting grant funds from the Ohio 
Department of Services Agency for consulting services for the Payroll Process Improvement 
Project, authorize the City Manager to execute any and all documents required for acceptance of 
said grant funds, and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mr. Brock reported that we have received grant funds in the amount of $23,000 to review the 
payroll process.   
 
Mr. Black asked what will be reviewed.  Mr. Brock explained that the process from the 
employee’s time to when the money is received by the employee will be reviewed.  We are 
looking at accruals for benefits, actual pay, and amount of hours.  We have five different 
processes that merge into the ESS (Munis) software.  Mr. Black would like to make sure we are 
not adding another layer of complexity on top of what we are already doing inside an impossible 
software package.  Mr. Brock advised the intent is to simplify the process. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 23-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 23-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 23-2015; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Roll 
call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Emergency Resolution No. 24-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into 
an agreement by and between the City of Monroe and Management Partners, Inc. for 
professional consulting services for the Payroll Process Improvement Project and declaring an 
emergency. 
 



Mrs. Hale moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 24-
2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 
only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 24-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 24-2015; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Roll 
call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution No. 25-2015.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to accept the proposal and 
enter into an agreement with McKesson Business Performance Systems for emergency medical 
services billing. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to consider this the first reading of Resolution No. 25-2015 and have it read by 
title only; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote. Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Resolution No. 25-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to approve the first reading of Resolution No. 25-2015; seconded by Mrs. 
Stillman.  Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Resolution No. 26-2015.  A Resolution specifying the terms and conditions of the Designation 
Agreement by and between the City of Monroe and the Monroe Area Community Improvement 
Corporation. 
 
Mr. Brock advised this will designate the Monroe Area Community Improvement Corporation as 
the economic development agent for the City.   
 
Mrs. Hale moved to consider this the first reading of Resolution No. 26-2015 and have it read by 
title only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The Clerk of Council read Resolution No. 26-2015 by title only. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to approve the first reading of Resolution No. 26-2015; seconded by Mr. Clark.  
Roll call vote:  five ayes; one nay (Hickman).  Motion carried. 
 
Consideration of Motion accepting the March 2015 Finance Reports. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to accept the March 2015 Finance Reports as submitted; seconded by Mr. 
Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Consideration of Motion to not request a hearing for the issuance of a C1 and C2 liquor permit 
to CFM 2973 Inc. located at 2 East Avenue. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to not request a hearing for the issuance of a C1 and C2 liquor permit to CFM 
2973 Inc. located at 2 East Avenue; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 



 
Consideration of Motion to not request a hearing for the issuance of a D5 liquor permit to Tres 
Amigos of Monroe OH LLC located at 1012 Lebanon Street. 
 
Mrs. Hale moved to not request a hearing for the issuance of a D5 liquor permit to Tres Amigos 
of Monroe OH LLC located at 1012 Lebanon Street; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  
Motion carried. 
 
Administrative Reports 
 
Mr. Brock reported that the bids for the Union Road Retaining Wall came in 31% over the 
engineer’s estimate.  We can pull back and look at the design of the project or Council can still 
authorize the bid for $460,000.  The retaining wall is not getting better and is in a challenging 
location.  Staff’s recommendation is to approve the bid. 
 
Mr. Brock confirmed Mr. Hickman’s understanding that it is located in Turtlecreek Township. 
 
Mrs. Stillman asked how many years out the retaining wall is expected to last.  Mr. Brock replied 
that the replacement portion is 50 plus years.   
 
Mr. Black advised that the cost of steel in the fall was $700 per metric ton and it is currently 
$500 per metric ton, so something doesn’t make sense.  He requested additional clarification on 
the pricing.  Mr. Brock will look deeper in the detail of the costs.   
 
Mr. Arthur reported that a couple of sections of storm sewer collapsed on Old Orchard and our 
intent was to replace those and catch basins in-house.  We would like to repave after that.  They 
built the road on top of approximately two to three inches of clay, so we would like to tear that 
out and put in six inches of asphalt.  He requested a motion not to exceed $25,000 for the paving. 
 
Mr. Black moved to authorize the expenditure of not to exceed $25,000 for the paving of Old 
Orchard; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
Mr. Brock stated that the paper township involves Lemon Township, Turtlecreek Township, and 
Liberty Township.  Staff is still working with the counties on the inside millage.  The question is 
do we want to proceed with a paper township and what other benefits do we get from that. 
 
Mr. Hickman did not feel there is a benefit to the residents of Monroe as they are paying Lemon 
Township tax and City of Monroe tax.  Union Road, for example, there is nothing that the 
township is doing for the citizens so why should they have to pay taxes to the township. 
 
Mrs. Rubin is not interested in pursuing this as Lemon Township has a limited time left and we 
should work together to make it an amicable arrangement.  She suggested that a meeting with the 
Lemon Township Trustees be held before moving forward.   
 
Mr. Callahan informed Council that the process to establish a paper township is pretty easy.  
Council serves a resolution on the county commissioners and they need to approve that.  Keep in 



mind that the citizens will not be paying more and may not pay less, their taxes that are currently 
paid to a township will be redirected to the City, county, or school.  Mr. Callahan referred to 
Germantown and German Township.  They have a joint senior citizens levy, joint fire levy, and 
joint recreation levy where the Township would run the levy and it would be a voted levy for 
both the incorporated area and unincorporated area.  If you were to withdraw that is one item that 
is not an option in the future.   
 
Following considerable discussion, Mr. Brock will attempt to schedule a meeting with the 
Lemon Township Trustees and Monroe City Council. 
 
Mr. Hickman asked if Mr. Brock had additional information of Walgreens building on Main 
Street.  Mr. Brock replied that he did not know the name of the pharmacy, but has not heard 
anything further. 
 
Mr. Clark reported that the Monroe Lions Club is looking for face painters and balloon makers 
that could be available free of charge, but the estimate they have received is $480 for this.  Also, 
to assist with parking, they contacted Petermann for bussing service and they quoted $38 per 
hour per bus.  We wouldn’t need them all day, so it would be between $700 and $900.  Mr. Clark 
further reported that they have a skydiver coming in at a discounted rate of $600.  The Lions 
Club is hoping for support from the City on these items.   
 
Mr. Black asked if the net proceeds for the carnival events would cover the expenditures.  Dave 
Stupp, Lions Club Member, advised that last year the net equaled to $500.  Mr. Clark advised 
that some funds were not collected by some of the vendors last year.   
 
Mrs. Stillman asked if the school was approached for assistance in bussing.  Mr. Black also 
suggested to talking to Mike Morris about this.   
 
Mr. Black was not supportive of the skydiver due to a safety concern because there is a very 
small area to land in.    
 
Mrs. Rubin suggested waiting to see how much the sponsors pay and then come back to the City 
for a specific amount, if needed.   
 
Mr. Brock advised that $5,000 was budgeted for the event and $1,800 has been expended for the 
fireworks deposit. 
 
Mrs. Rubin felt a booth during this event to try and promote what we are doing with the parks 
would be a benefit. 
 
Mr. Black moved to adjourn into executive session to consider confidential information related 
to the specific strategy of an applicant for economic development assistance; seconded by Mr. 
Clark.  Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 
 
Council adjourned into executive session at 7:47 pm. 
 



Mr. Black moved to reconvene into regular session; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  
Motion carried. 
 
Council reconvened into regular session at 8:26 pm. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Mr. Hickman moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 
 
The regular meeting of Council adjourned at 8:26 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Angela S. Wasson, CMC 
Clerk of Council 
 
 


