
Monroe Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Council 

June 10, 2014 – 6:30 pm 

233 South Main Street, Monroe, Ohio 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Routson opened the regular meeting of Council with the Pledge of Allegiance at 6:30 pm. 

 

Roll Call 

 

The following members of Council were present: Steve Black, Anna Hale, Todd Hickman, 

Robert Routson, Suzi Rubin, and Lora Stillman. 

 

Staff members present: City Manager/City Engineer William J. Brock 

    Law Director K. Philip Callahan 

    Chief of Police Gregory C. Homer 

    Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk of Council Angela S. Wasson 

 

Visitors: Susan Wise, Chie Yoshumira, Judy Mann, Michael Smith, and Jason Frentzel. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 

 

None. 

 

Mr. Callahan swore in Mrs. Rubin as Vice Mayor. 

 

Visitors 

 

A representative from KZF Architects showed Council a series of slides showing what areas 

need to be identified in repairs needed to the roof and other areas of the City Building as a result 

of the long term leaks in the roof.   

 

Mrs. Stillman prefers a metal roof as shingles are a continued maintenance on a building that is 

on a hill.  She also expressed concern about the proposed design of three downspouts coming 

into one.  It was explained that the logic is to improve the access for repairs if needed. 

 

Mrs. Rubin agreed with the metal roof. 

 

Mr. Black asked how on water intrusion would be prevented through one of the louvers. He was 

advised that it would be a partial louver.  Mr. Black asked if the issues found were design, 

construction, or inspection issue and was advised that it was a combination of those issues. 

 

 

 

 



Committee Reports 
 

None. 

 

Old Business 
 

Resolution No. 30-2014.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to advertise and receive 

requests for qualifications to provide engineering and architectural services for a Park and 

Recreation Master Plan. 

 

Mr. Brock noted this is the second reading. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the second reading of Resolution No. 30-2014 and have it 

read by title only; seconded by Mrs. Hale.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Resolution No. 30-2014 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Resolution No. 30-2014; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Roll call:  six 

ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion authorizing the expenditure of $30,765.00 for the purchase of a 2014 

Sedan for the Department of Police. 

 

Consideration of Motion authorizing the expenditure of $66,227.00 for the purchase of two 

2015 Utility vehicles for the Department of Police. 

 

Mayor Routson asked if there was any reason why we would not want to go with three SUVs.  

Chief Homer felt that purchasing a Sedan we would have a vehicle that we have already tested to 

try to have something as a backup.   

 

Mr. Black was of the opinion that there would be an odd vehicle and the cost differential 

between the two isn’t significant and prefers that we stay with one vehicle. 

 

Chief Homer was not opposed to going with three utility vehicles and noted they are more 

visible. 

 

Mr. Hickman asked if it was the same vehicle purchased last year as he liked the way they look.  

Chief Homer advised that it was the same. 

 

Mr. Black noted that the crash rating for the utility vehicle is higher. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to authorize the purchase of three 2015 Utility vehicles in an amount not to 

exceed $100,000; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

 

 



New Business 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 32-2014 A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into a 

Park Utilization Agreement by and between the City of Monroe and the Monroe Lions Club the 

use of the Monroe Community Park and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock advised this is for the Light Up the Sky event this year.   

 

Mr. Black asked if anyone had been in contact with the City about parking for the Fourth of July.  

Chief Homer has not heard anything, but will plan on using auxiliary officers as they have in the 

past.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 32-

2014 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 32-2014 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 32-2014; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  

Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 33-2014. A Resolution approving a Then-and-Now Certificate in 

the amount of $10,935.80 to Frost Brown Todd and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock reported that this is for our labor attorneys in conjunction with the IAFF, OPBA, and 

Personnel Policy Manual. 

 

Mr. Black requested an hourly breakdown of the fees. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 33-

2014 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 33-2014 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 33-2014; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  

Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Resolution No. 34-2014.  A Resolution authorizing the City Manager to enter into 

an agreement by and between the City of Monroe and several other political subdivisions within 

the County of Butler to establish updated mutual aid procedures for hazardous material responses 

and declaring an emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock stated that this updates the cooperated agreement for hazardous material. 

 



Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 34-

2014 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 34-2014 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 34-2014; seconded by Mr. Black.  Roll 

call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Emergency Ordinance No. 2014-15.  An Ordinance supplementing Chapter 204 of the Codified 

Ordinances designating 6 East Avenue as the Phyllis G. Sells Community Center and declaring 

an emergency. 

 

Judy Mann of the Monroe Lending Library requested Council rename the Monroe Lending 

Library in honor of Phyllis Sells.  Council advised that the Monroe Lending Library was a 

separate entity and suggested that she contact Jon Nerenberg as he assisted with the 

establishment of the corporation. 

 

No action was taken on Emergency Ordinance No. 2014-15. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-16. An Ordinance amending Exhibit “1” of Emergency Ordinance No. 

2014-04 to eliminate the positions of Deputy Treasurer and Economic Development Specialist, 

create the position and establish the wage range of Community Services Specialist, increase the 

authorized number of Assistant to the City Manager positions to two, and decrease the 

authorized number of Administrative Support Clerk positions to two.  

 

Mr. Brock is requesting the removal of some positions, the addition of the number of positions of 

Assistant to the City Manager, and a new position known as the Community Services Specialist.  

These changes are being requested because I had an opportunity to retain the Economic 

Development Specialist and move her within my office.  It was something I was contemplating 

anyway to help streamline some of the economic development procedures and take over more 

control in that area.  I will also give her some additional duties such as, strategic planning, 

performance based budgeting, and performance measurement.  These are time consuming items 

and would like to promote her to the position of Assistant to the City Manager.  The second 

position of Assistant to the City Manager is the existing position held by Mrs. Wasson and she is 

more and more focusing on the HR management of this City as the health care and FMLA 

becomes more complicated and we are streamlining our hiring practices.  We are making sure 

that the hiring procedures are consistent.   

 

Mr. Brock referred to the position of Fire Inspector/Zoning Inspector that was discussed in the 

past and he is pleased with the fire inspections that are being performed internally, but we still 

need someone for property maintenance.  Mrs. Rippl has been with us for a little over a year now 

and has been an excellent employee.  She is a part time employee now and has been working 

with the Development Department and Building.  She can continue to back up the front desk, so 

there is nothing that we would be eliminating.  As Mr. Chesar’s department moves back to two 



people they can then concentrate on items such as the Comprehensive Plan and items such as the 

school reuse plan.   

 

Mr. Black requested a copy of a job description for the Community Services Specialist.  Mr. 

Brock will provide that before the second reading of the legislation.    

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-16 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-16 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-16; seconded by Mrs. 

Stillman.  Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Stillman asked that in the future Council be provided documentation to reflect what is being 

changed or added to legislation so they can easily see the changes. 

 

Consideration of Motion approving the February 2014 Finance Reports as submitted.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the February 2014 Finance Reports as submitted; seconded by 

Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Mrs. Stillman pointed out that we are up significantly over last year in income tax.  Finance 

Committee has asked Mrs. Waggaman to carefully make sure there were no errors as it shows 

there is a 20% increase.   

 

Consideration of Motion appointing a representative to the OKI Council of Governments. 

 

Mayor Routson moved to appoint Mrs. Rubin as the City’s representative to the OKI Council of 

Governments; seconded by Mrs. Hale.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion appointing a representative to the Monroe Area Community 

Improvement Corporation. 

 

Mr. Black moved to appoint Mayor Routson to the Monroe Area Community Improvement 

Corporation; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Mayor Routson announced that we have received 14 resumes for the Council vacancy. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to direct the Clerk of Council to schedule interviews of all applicants that 

have submitted their resumes for the vacancy on Council; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  

Motion carried. 

 

 

 

 



Administrative Reports 

 

Mr. Brock reported that he will be out of the office on Thursday and Friday. 

 

Mr. Black noted that he would like to see the increased revenue placed in our Park Fund. 

 

Mrs. Rubin announced that the Warren County Municipal League are holding their meeting at 

the Racino at 6:30 pm.   

 

Mr. Hickman asked about the incident at the high school involving the acid and what are the 

plans to keep the kids out of that building.  Mr. Brock advised the school is talking about putting 

up some fencing and Safe Harbor is in there now removing the additional chemicals.   

 

Mr. Hickman wondered why after all of these years we are going to do something about this.  

Mayor Routson felt the responsibility falls on the school.  Mr. Brock advised that the School 

Board is more concerned than they have been in the past about the building.   

 

Mrs. Stillman asked if bicycle patrols will be going on this year.  Chief Homer advised it if there 

is enough staff available. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Council adjourned at 7:57 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Angela S. Wasson, CMC 

Clerk of Council 

 


