
Monroe Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Council 

July 28, 2015 – 6:30 pm 

233 South Main Street, Monroe, Ohio 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Mayor Routson opened the regular meeting at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 
 

The following members of Council were present: Steve Black, Anna Hale, Todd Hickman, 

Robert Routson, Suzi Rubin, and Lora Stillman. 

 

Staff members present: City Manager/City Engineer William J. Brock 

    Law Director K. Philip Callahan 

    Chief of Police Robert Buchanan 

    Fire Chief John P. Centers 

    Director of Development Kevin Chesar 

    Director of Finance Kacey L. Waggaman 

    Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk of Council Angela S. Wasson 

 

Visitors: Jason Frentzel 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to excuse Mr. Clark; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 
 

None. 

 

Visitors 
 

None. 

 

Committee Reports 
 

None. 

 

Old Business 

 

Ordinance No. 2015-19.  An Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2014-37 to adjust the 

minimum and maximum wage/salary range for the Income Tax Commissioner; change the title 

of Public Works Clerk to Public Works Administrative Assistant and increase the authorized 

number to two; and increase the authorized number of Utility Billing and Collection Specialist 

positions to two. 

 



Mr. Hickman asked if the Income Tax Commissioner position was eliminated a little over a year 

ago.  Mr. Brock replied that the position was merged with the Assistant Finance Director’s 

position, but it was not eliminated.  Mr. Hickman asked if she received a raise for doing that.  

Mr. Brock stated that she received a raise for being the Assistant Finance Director and the 

Income Tax Commissioner position was thought at the time that the title would not have that 

many duties.  HB 5 came along and our most experienced auditor is retiring.  

 

Referring to the Council Minutes, Mr. Hickman pointed out that it was noted that anyone that 

could balance their checkbook could be the tax commissioner and now the new range is being 

requested.   

 

Mrs. Stillman didn’t understand why Mr. Hickman was bringing this up and Mr. Hickman stated 

that a year ago the position wasn’t needed and now it is needed with an increase in the pay 

salary. 

 

Mrs. Rubin stated that things have changed with HB 5 and there will be additional 

responsibilities.  It is a different job than it was a year ago. 

 

Mr. Black would like to see itemized roles between the Assistant Finance Director and the 

Income Tax Commissioner to justify having that position filled.  Mr. Black asked what duties the 

Assistant Finance Director is not doing at this time due to having the Income Tax Commissioner 

title. 

 

Mrs. Waggaman replied that some of the budgeting, maintaining the software, filings with the 

county, monthly reporting, and managing the software she has not been able to transfer to the 

Assistant Finance Director.    

 

Mrs. Stillman asked if there was someone that could back up Mrs. Waggaman in the event she 

couldn’t perform her duties and Mrs. Waggaman advised that the Assistant Finance Director 

could to a point.   

 

Mr. Brock is hopeful that they will find someone with enough income tax experience to hire as a 

commissioner. 

 

In response to Mr. Hickman’s question, Mrs. Waggaman advised she did not have anyone in 

mind at this time.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the second reading of Ordinance No. 2015-19 and have it 

read by title only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote. Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2015-19  by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Ordinance No. 2015-19; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Roll call vote:  

four ayes; two nays (Black; Hickman).  Motion carried. 

 

 



New Business 
 

Emergency Resolution No. 38-2015.  A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of $14,000 

from the Ohio Development Services Agency for Lean/Six Sigma training and declaring an 

emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock reported that they will be doing the training here and have invited other jurisdictions 

to join in as well. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 38-

2015 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Roll call vote:  six ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion authorizing the purchase of three 2016 Ford Interceptor Patrol 

Cruisers in the amount of $110,040.00. 

 

Chief Buchanan reported that these vehicles are on the state bid and these are the newest 

interceptor sedans.  These give us the ability to have a mixed fleet and are AWD vehicles.  The 

difference in price is about $2,000.   

 

At the request of Mr. Black, Chief Buchanan explained that the current fleet requires a lot of 

maintenance.  He would like to be able to reduce the number of cars to a manageable level.  

Chief Buchanan feels that he should be able to reduce the fleet down by two or three with a 

vehicle replacement plan.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to authorize the purchase of three 2016 Ford Interceptor Patrol Cruisers in the 

amount of $110,040.00; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Administrative Reports 

 

Mr. Brock announced that the lease for the Baker Sports Complex is coming to an end and he 

will be bringing that to the next meeting of Council. 

 

Mr. Black would like to consider establishing limitations on what can be planted. 

 

Mr. Brock referred to information provided to Council about charging for street lighting on the 

utility bill similar to the City of Trenton.  Mr. Hickman is not in favor of it and would like to 

keep it the way it is.  Mr. Black pointed out one benefit is the end user is paying for it rather than 

the property owner.  Mayor Routson indicated it would be helpful to know how many hours are 

put into preparing these assessments. 

 

Mr. Brock reported that there was approximately $30,000 left on the budget from the repairs to 

the City building that he would like to put towards repairs needed at the Main Street Fire Station. 

 

Mayor Routson did not see any problem with proceeding with the repairs. 

 



Executive Session 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss the purchase of property; 

seconded by Mrs. Hale. 

 

Council adjourned into executive session at 7:13 pm. 

 

Mrs. Hale moved to reconvene into regular session; seconded by Mrs. Rubin. 

 

Council reconvened at 7:35 pm. 

 

Adjournment 
 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The regular meeting of Council adjourned at 7:35 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Angela S. Wasson, CMC 

Clerk of Council 

 


