
Monroe Council Minutes 

Regular Meeting of Council 

September 23, 2014 – 6:30 pm 

233 South Main Street, Monroe, Ohio 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Mayor Routson opened the regular meeting of Council at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Roll Call 

 

The following members of Council were present: Steve Black, Dan Clark, Anna Hale, Todd 

Hickman, Robert Routson, Suzi Rubin, and Lora Stillman. 

 

Staff members present: City Manager/City Engineer William J. Brock 

    Law Director K. Philip Callahan 

    Director of Public Works Daniel J. Arthur 

    Director of Finance Kacey L. Waggaman 

    Assistant to the City Manager/Clerk of Council Angela S. Wasson 

 

Visitors: Fred Swinck, Kristie McElfresh, Chie Yoshimura, Susan Wise, Terry Ball, Tom 

Leeds, Mary Ann Leeds, M. Scott Barger, and Leslie Stone. 

 

Approval of the Minutes 
 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the Council Minutes of August 26, 2014 and September 9, 2014, 

Public Involvement Committee Minutes of July 31, 2014, and Finance Committee Minutes of 

August 26, 2014; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Visitors 
 

Mr. Callahan swore in Jordan Wagers as a full time Patrol Officer.  Lieutenant Curlis reported 

that Mr. Wagers was raised in Monroe and graduated from Monroe High School in 2008.  The 

last two years he has served as a reserve officer for the City of Middletown. 

 

Terry Ball, Senior Pastor of the First Church of God presented an overview of the plans they 

have for the old high school.  The Church plans to refurbish as much of the building as possible. 

He challenged anyone to know more about that building than he does.  The Church is making a 

proposition that will not use tax dollars.   

 

Mr. Clark felt that some of the concerns such as, electric and security can be fixed relatively 

quickly.  He asked how long the Church felt it would take for short-term and long-term.  Pastor 

Ball was not sure about long-term as there are steel beams in that building that are covered with 

plaster.   

 



Mr. Black asked what type of access the public would have to the property if the transfer should 

occur. Pastor Ball advised that they have insurance coverage and anyone that would like to come 

through and visit his church is welcome to.  Mr. Black asked what kind of assurances the public 

would have to use the ball fields or sledding hill.  Pastor Ball replied that they would have the 

same that they do now.  Mr. Black thanked Pastor Ball for everything his church is doing; 

however, his objection has nothing to do with the church, but public lands should remain in 

public hands and the public should have a say as to what happens to it. Mr. Black is concerned 

that the agreements made may not be followed up by the successors.   

 

Mrs. Hale also felt that the taxpayers should have a say in this and possibly be placed on the 

ballot. 

 

Mr. Hickman appreciated Pastor Ball for coming to Council tonight. 

 

Mrs. Rubin wants what is best for the community. 

 

Susan Wise reported that the Cruise in at the Cabin was successful this year.  It is a low cost 

event that the Historical Society put on.  She also reported that the air conditioning was just 

replaced in the Historical Society building at a cost of $10,000 and repairs will be made to the 

1910 building at a cost of $5,000. 

 

Mrs. Wise announced that the Historical Society is putting together a committee to help re-write 

the history book for the bicentennial.   

 

Kristie McElfresh would like to see the old high school stay with the people and it is nothing 

against the church.  She would like to have the people of Monroe hang on to it as it is prime real 

estate in the middle of Monroe.   

 

Ms. McElfresh expressed her support of raising the speed limit to 35 on Macready Avenue. 

 

Old Business 
 

None. 

 

New Business 
 

Emergency Resolution No. 62-2014.  A Resolution accepting a grant in the amount of $14,000 

from the Ohio Department Services Agency for Lean/Six Sigma training and declaring an 

emergency. 

 

Mr. Brock explained that the State has allowed us to apply for grants for training.  We received a 

grant for seven employees to attend Lean/Six Sigma Training. 

 

Mrs. Stillman suggested that since it is five days, the attendance of these employees be staggered 

so they are not all out of the office at the same time.   

 



Mrs. Rubin moved to suspend the rule requiring the reading of Emergency Resolution No. 62-

2014 on two separate days, authorize its adoption on the first reading, and have it read by title 

only; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Emergency Resolution No. 62-2014 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adopt Emergency Resolution No. 62-2014; seconded by Mr. Black.  Roll 

call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-30.  An Ordinance providing for the issuance of not to exceed $1,150,000 

of bonds by the City of Monroe, Ohio, for the purpose of making capital improvements to 

municipal buildings, and authorizing an official statement. 

 

Mrs. Waggaman explained that bond legislation presented this evening represents capital 

improvements for 2014 and 2015.  TIF, RID, and Capital Improvement Funds will help pay for 

these project.  The bond proceeds are broken up between the different projects.  The payments 

back to the General Fund would be repaid within six years and recognize a savings of 

approximately $315,000.   

 

Ordinance No. 2014-30 includes $150,000 for the roof of the City Building and $930,000 for the 

Perfection Group Projects.   

 

Ordinance No. 2014-31 includes $775,000 for fire vehicles.  The legislation only references the 

re-chassis, but Chief Centers has found difficulty in finding something that is approved by the 

EPA.  He is continuing to work on one, so just in case the legislation will be different at the 

second reading.  $160,500 would be a transfer from the General Fund in 2015 for the worst case 

scenario if he could not do the re-chassis.   

 

Mr. Black asked why different legislation had to be passed rather than just grouping everything 

together.  Mrs. Waggaman explained that legislation must be adopted for each type of use of the 

proceeds and Ordinance No. 2014-33 combines all three together.  This is on the 

recommendation of bond counsel. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-32 includes $800,000 is partially funding the Carson Road Project and RID 

revenue will also help fund that project.   

 

The good thing is we are only going to be spending $65,000 per year from the General Fund on 

the debt service amounts and the remaining will be from RID funds with a small amount of 

energy savings that the Perfection Group identified.   

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-30 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mr. Black.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-30 by title only. 

 



Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-30; seconded by Mr. 

Hickman.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-31.  An Ordinance providing for the issuance of not to exceed $825,000 of 

bonds by the City of Monroe, Ohio, for the purpose of replacing chassis in two fire truck and an 

ambulance, and authorizing an official statement. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-31 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-31 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-31; seconded by Mr. 

Clark.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-32.  An Ordinance providing for the issuance of not to exceed $850,000 of 

bonds by the City of Monroe, Ohio, for the purpose of constructing road improvements to 

Carson Road, and authorizing an official statement. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-32 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-32 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-32; seconded by Mrs. 

Stillman.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-33.  An Ordinance providing for the issuance of not to exceed $2,825,000 

of various purpose bonds, series 2014, by the City of Monroe, Ohio, for the purposes of 

replacing chassis in two fire trucks, constructing road improvements to Carson Road and making 

capital improvements to municipal buildings, and authorizing an official statement. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-33 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mrs. Stillman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-33 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-33; seconded by Mr. 

Clark.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Ordinance No. 2014-34.  An Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into a First 

Amendment to Development Agreement by and between the City of Monroe and Park North 

Land, LLC. 

 



Mr. Brock explained that IDI has requested an amendment to the development agreement to 

extend the hurdles in the agreement.  Mr. Brock confirmed Mr. Hickman’s understanding that it 

only goes out two years and the total years of the agreement would remain the same. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to consider this the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-34 and have it read 

by title only; seconded by Mr. Black. Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

The Clerk of Council read Ordinance No. 2014-34 by title only. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance No. 2014-34; seconded by Mrs. 

Stillman.  Roll call vote:  five ayes; two nays (Rubin and Hickman).  Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Motion to reschedule or cancel the November 11, 2014 meeting of Council.   

 

It was the consensus of Council to consider this at a later date. 

 

Administrative Reports 

 

Mr. Brock noted that the concrete work on Deneen will occur during the Public Works 

Committee on Thursday. 

 

Mr. Brock will schedule a discussion about the speed limit on Macready Avenue at the next 

meeting. 

 

Mrs. Stillman asked for an update on the opening of Butler-Warren Road.  Mr. Arthur replied 

that he anticipates the opening will be October 10, 2014. 

 

Mrs. Stillman pointed out the lateness of the State of the City Report and all of the typographical 

errors. 

 

Mr. Black asked how the citizen self service is going.  Mrs. Waggaman reported the IT secured 

the certificate that we need and hope to have the bank review it within the week.  People will be 

able to look up and pay their utility bills.  Realtors will also be able to search for properties to see 

what the average utility bills are. 

 

Mrs. Rubin moved to adjourn into executive session to discuss the purchase of real property; 

seconded by Mrs. Hale.  Roll call vote:  seven ayes.  Motion carried. 

 

Council adjourned into executive session at 8:05 pm. 

 

Mr. Black moved to reconvene into regular session; seconded by Mr. Clark.  Voice vote.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Council reconvened at 8:59 pm. 

 

 



Adjournment 
 

Mrs. Hale moved to adjourn; seconded by Mr. Hickman.  Voice vote.  Motion carried. 

 

Council adjourned at 8:59 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Angela S. Wasson, CMC 

Clerk of Council 

 

 

 

     


