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Door Hinges and Home Security 

Door Hinges on Exterior Swinging Doors 
 
Although most people don't give a second thought to the security options available 

in door hinges, there are door hinges available that can provide better security. 

In some parts of the country, it is common to see doors swing out. When the door 

swings outward, the hinge pins are typically exposed on the outside of the house. 

This could allow an intruder to tap the hinge pins up and out, and lift the door off its 

hinges, removing the door without unlocking it. 

There are several door hinge designs available that make it more difficult to 

remove the hinge pins. 

 

Non-Removable Pins 
On these hinges, the pins are held in place by a setscrew. If the door is in the open position, the setscrew 

is exposed and can be retracted, and the hinge pins removed. If the door is closed, the setscrew cannot 

be accessed. 

Safety Studs 
These hinges come in full mortised type only, meaning the hinge sits 

in routed-out insets in the door and frame. Studs extend from one 

hinge leaf and a hole is punched in the corresponding position on 

the opposite leaf. When the door is closed, the stud sits in the hole. 

If the hinge pin is removed, the door still cannot be taken off its 

hinges because the stud holds it in place. 
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Fast-Riveted (Crimped) Pins 
 
These hinges are designed so the hinge pin cannot be removed. The hinge 

pin is made longer than the hinge height, inserted into the hinge, and spun on 

the end to create a rivet-type end on the top and bottom of the pin. 

Using hinges that keep an intruder from taking the door off can be a 

benefit even if the hinge pins are on the inside face of the door. 

Combined with a deadbolt lock with a captured key feature, these features can help deter an intruder, who 

has broken in through a window, from unlocking the door or taking the door off its hinges. 

It is important to use these security products on all exterior doors, including any from the garage to the 

outside, and on any doors from an attached garage to the house. 

Security products can also be retrofitted onto existing hinges in older homes. 

 

Learn more about how to keep your home safe from intruders. 
An experienced locksmith or your local police crime prevention unit may also assist in revealing various 

safety options. 

 

 

 

The Monroe Police Department believes the information contained in this document is reliable and 

accurate. We cannot, however, guarantee the performance of all items demonstrated or described in all 

situations. Always consult an experienced contractor or other expert to determine the best application of 

these ideas or products in your home. 

 

Source: 1Appendix X4 of ASTM F476-84 (Reapproved 1991) Standard Test Methods for Security of Swinging Door 

Assemblies; American Society for Testing and Materials. 

 

http://www.statefarm.com/learning/be_safe/home/burglary/learning_besafe_athome_doorlocks.asp

